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Composition and structure of benthic invertebrate communities of 41 lakes located in the south section of the Ob-Irtysh interfluve were studied over 2007—2011. Totally in the considered lakes of the south section of the Ob-Irtysh interfluve 170 species of benthic invertebrates of eight groups were found.The features of macrozoobenthos from the lakes with different salinity, i.e. from oligohaline to hyperhaline, were determined. Growth of water mineralization results in change of dominating taxa, decrease of species number and quantitative characteristics of bottom invertebrates.  By structure of benthic communities considered lakes can be distinguished into four groups: 

- oligohaline lakes, mineralization below 1.2 g/l. Here occur freshwater species of benthic invertebrates. Dominating and secondary species are presented by Chironomidae, Trichoptera, Ephemeroptera, Odonata and Oligochaeta. 

- subhaline lakes, mineralization 1.2–5.0 g/l. These lakes also are inhabited by the freshwater species.  Dominating complex loses Trichoptera, Ephemeroptera, Odonata and Oligochaeta. Dominate Chironomidae. 

- hypohaline lakes, mineralization 5.0–20.0 g/l. These lakes are characterized by presence of freshwater salt-tolerant species. Dominate Chironomidae and Ceratopogonidae, sub-dominate larvae of Coleoptera.  

- meso- and hyperhaline lakes, mineralization 20–140 g/l. These lakes are inhabited by halophilous and halobiont species. Dominate mainly larvae of Ephydridae. 
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